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ABOUT

LIFE FORMS

THE SPARK OF LIFE
Life Forms are a ‘designer species’ that incorporate all the basic traits
of autonomous life. They are specifically engineered and enhanced
to mimic life and to assist, entertain, and relate to humanity on a personal level.
Ordinary robots mimic function, movement or performance but are limited to specific tasks. The results are invariably mechanical novelties
that never reach a level of engagement worthy of the expressiveness
that life requires. Life Forms exhibit genuine reactions to sensory stimuli.
They are capable of expressive behaviors and personality; from heavy,
tired steps to trembling with fear, from frenetic movement to calm repose, alertness to confusion, sadness to joy.
A combination of sensory, articulation, and neuronetics is the triumvirate
that creates the foundation for the creative new field of Life Forms. By
understanding biological and neurological
systems and re-interpreting these elements in
both hardware and software, Ugobe designers and engineers can create a man-made
construct capable of ‘sentience’ (awareness).
Ugobe developed the unique ‘Life Form Operating System™’ (LIFE OS), a vocabulary of
accurate responses to sensory input. The LIFE
OS is layered with the sophisticated ‘Organic Variants Code™’. Using the OVC, subtle
variations are mapped onto the neuronetics
of each Life Form born. The equivalent to nature vs nurture, each Ugobe Life Form begins life with certain tendencies
but interaction with their environment and response to stimuli have subtle effects on their future behavior. No two Life Forms are alike. Rather
than carbon-copy behavior, each Life Form is capable of developing a
unique personality.
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Life Forms are a
‘designer species’
that incorporate all
the basic traits of
autonomous life.
They are specifically engineered
and enhanced
to mimic life and
to assist, entertain, and relate
to humanity on a
personal level.

ABOUT

UGOBE
“We asked
ourselves
the question
’Can life be
created?’
The answer
is UGOBE.”
—Bob Christopher,
CEO

YOU...GO AND BE
What began as an informal group of creative designers and engineers, became the corporation now known as UGOBE LIFE FORMS. It is a unique
blending of engineering, life sciences, philosophy, and artistic design. It develops revolutionary Life Forms that blur the line between technology and life.
By integrating three disciplines—organic articulation with sensory response
and autonomous behaviors—Ugobe is revolutionizing robotics. Inspired by
their accomplishments the group coined the word ‘UGOBE’, which translates: “You! Go and be!” a creative reworking of Descarte’s “Cogito ergo
sum”—“I think, therefore I am.”
The company’s vision is to inspire mystery and awe in people, provide extended novelty and entertainment, and ride the edge between popular cultural and science fiction. In a private R&D
facility located in the San Francisco Bay
Area, Ugobe can re-create known species, engineer beneficial hybrids, and
transform previously inanimate objects
into lifelike creatures. UGOBE is positioned not as a factory but rather a nursery where it births new species—both
real and imaginary—using its LIFE OS
platform.
UGOBE believes that every Life Form the
company creates should be fun, engaging, and scientifically authentic. Experts
are cultivated and consulted in a wide
field of disciplines—sociology, psychology, kinesiology, paleontology, biology, zoology, marine sciences, physics—to provide insight and authenticity
into Life Form development.
UGOBE, the corporation, is in the business of developing unique propriety
and patent-pending technologies. The company holds trademarks, patents,
and patent applications for unique and revolutionary technologies. UGOBE
innovations are leading to real world applications and are related to work
being done at MIT, CMU and a host of other Universities, as well as technical
and biological science companies, around the world.
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“Pleo is the first
truly autonomous
Life Form capable
of emotions that
allow personal
engagement.”
—Caleb Chung

THE WORLD’S FIRST LIFE FORM
Can a long-extinct species be resurrected? Ugobe designers and engineers
studied the long extinct Camarasaurus, a dinosaur from the Jurassic period.
Pleo, a Ugobe Life Form is the authentic recreation born from that study.
UGOBE’s designers and engineers recreated Pleo’s physiology from the
fossils of the original. His height and weight are consistent with that of a
one-week old infant camarasuarus.
Pleo is a ‘designer species’. He incorporates all the basic traits of autonomous life. He is specifically engineered and enhanced to mimic life
and relate to his owner on a personal level.
Pleo is equipped with senses for sight, sound, and touch. He learns as
he explores his environment. He will exhibit genuine reactions to sensory
stimuli. Every Pleo begins life with certain tendencies but, interaction with
his environment has subtle effects on his behavior. Every Pleo eventually
exhibits a unique personality.
Pleo is capable of expression. He can feel joy and sorrow, anger and annoyance. When Pleo is tired, he will become drowsy and go to sleep—even
dream. Two or more Pleos will recognize one another. Be careful though.
They can transmit colds to each other. Achoo! Pleo even sneezes!

INTRODUCING

PLEO
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INTRODUCING

PLEO

FRIEND AND COMPANION
Pleo is a one-week old infant Camarasaurus from the Jurassic period. Camarasaurus were born and raised in giant fern forests. They evolved camouflage that allowed them to blend with their environment of ferns, moss
and ruff, the detritus that littered the forest floor. The first Pleo created is a
Fernback. His markings help him to survive by hiding among the giant fern
fronds in his habitat.
Pleo is an authentic Life Form. Treat him gently like any other living thing.
Your Pleo will let you know how he feels at any moment. That’s because he
is capable of actual emotions including joy, aggression, sorrow, and fear.
He can also yawn, sigh, sniff, sniffle, snore, cough, hiccup, and sneeze.
Pleo wants to explore his environment. He will be cautious when he walks
to the edge of a table. He may cry when he is frightened. Pleo will stretch
when he first wakes up. He may stomp his foot for food when hungry.
When Pleo grows tired, lay him down and attach his ‘dream cord’ so he
can sleep, dream, and gather energy for more exploration.

MORE ABOUT CAMARASUARUS
CAMARASAURUS (KAM-ah-rah-sawr-us) “Chambered Lizard”
(Greek kamara = chamber + sauros = lizard, referring to the holes
in its vertebrae)
Also Known As:
Description:
Order:
Suborder:
Infraorder:
Family:
Height:
Length:
Weight:
Period:

Morosaurus
Herbivore, Quadrupedal
Saurischia
Sauropodomorpha
Sauropoda
Camarasauridae
23 feet (7 meters)
60 feet (18.3 meters)
40,000 lbs (18,144 kg)
Late Jurassic

Camarasaurus is the best-known sauropod found
in North America and the most abundant of fossils
in the Late Jurassic. It also lived in Europe, where it
survived into Early Cretaceous times. A complete,
nearly perfect skeleton of a juvenile, 17-feet (5.2meters) long, was found in Utah. Its head was short
and box like with nostrils set above the snout and
in front of the eyes. The weight of its backbone
was lightened by holes in its vertebrae. Its neck
was shorter and thicker than most sauropods and
it possessed a short and somewhat flattened tail.
The fore limbs and hindlegs of Camarasaurus were
about the same length.
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Regeneration bed

MEET UGOBE

BIOS

Bob Christopher

CEO, BOARD CHAIRMAN
& CO-FOUNDER

A seasoned entrepreneur, Bob Christopher has founded and led a number
of successful start-up companies in the
technology and consumer markets. Mr.
Christopher helped launch the Voice-overIP industry through the creation of ISPtel,
an international clearinghouse connecting over 35 of the world’s largest phone
companies.
Understanding market challenges and visionary opportunities, he
has helped companies in their formative stages to develop market
strategies, partnerships, operations and launch consumer and enterprise products. Mr. Christopher’s leadership skills have attracted
talented management teams, industry alliances, strategic advisors
and partnerships that are needed to execute on emerging business models. Both an excellent communicator and team builder
Bob is able to lead diverse teams and inspire great performance
that drives bottom line results.
An experienced executive leader, Mr., Christopher has contributed
to the success of Zentera, Five 9, Circle 24, ValuCircle, Jopari,
Mercotel, and NextSport.

John Sosoka

CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER

John Sosoka brings inpired ideas to life
at UGOBE and heads the technological
innovation at the company. Recently he
co-founded and was CTO at Neurosmith.
Under Sosoka’s technical leadership,
this educational technology toy company grew to $12M in sales and won
almost every major toy industry award
including the “Most Innovative Toy Of
The Year” (TOTY). In 2003, Neurosmith
was acquired by Small World Toys. Prior
to Neurosmith, Sosoka held senior executive positions at Davidson
& Associates, Emerson Technologies and the Technology Application Group.

Ted Cohn

CHIEF SOFTWARE ARCHITECT
& CO-FOUNDER

Caleb Chung
INVENTOR, BOARD MEMBER
& CO-FOUNDER

Caleb began his toy invention career
with Mattel in 1985, designing toys for
its New Business Concepts R&D Division,
targeting the Infant & Preschool, Boys
Toys, Barbie, Activities and Games markets. Caleb’s prolific conceptual and design skills created widely acclaimed toys,
eventually landing him a feature appearance on the David Letterman Show.
Caleb’s accomplishments and experience span the entertainment,
mixed media and toy industries. He has written, produced, and
acted in critically acclaimed stage shows, has designed special effects for film/TV, and invented numerous successful toys.
In 1990 Caleb began to independently consult for Fisher Price, Mattel, Bandai, Hasbro, Disney, Microsoft Corporation and Tiger Electronics. He co-invented the 1998 hot toy of the year, Furby, which
sold over 50 million units worldwide, generating over $1.2 billion
in sales. As an inventor with over 20 patents, Caleb is regarded as
one of the premier product designers in the toy industry.

Ted Cohn is an experiened entrepreneur, technologist and software architect
who has A passion for delivering great
products. He has contributed to the success of a number of well-known startups
over his 18-year career including Apple
Computer, Radius Inc., NeXT Computer,
RasterOps, Catapult Entertainment, Excite/Webcrawler/AOL, Ten Square, and
Bridgespan. Ted founded and sold SurveySez Corp that offered the
first outsourced survey construction, hosted web application.
Mr. Cohn has developed and shipped award-winning products,
including the Apple II assembly language debugger, BugByter™,
Radius Tear-off Menus™, RasterOps MoviePak™, the NeXT WindowServer, the XBAND video game modem, and numerous others.
He excels at rapid prototyping. He worked closely with Apple’s
QuickTime team in development of video codecs. Ted has has a
passion for technology and innovation, and has co-authored two
software patents.
Mr. Cohn is skilled at building and leading successful, collaborative engineering teams that deliver results on time and on budget.
To deliver great products, Mr. Cohn has learned how to successfully attract and manage great talent and leverage best of breed
tools, best practices and technology.
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MEET UGOBE

BIOS
continued

Diana Stern

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING
& OPERATIONS

Diana touches on every part of UGOBE’s
operations with direct management of internal operations, corporate compliance
and communications, human resources
and all marketing activities.
Before joining UGOBE, Diana was
the director of operations for Nextsport, a start-up that designs,
manufacturers and distributes unique push scooters. Diana was
involved in developing and managing all areas of the business,
including product development, manufacturing supply chain, marketing, sales, finance and back office operations. An experienced
entrepreneur, Diana successfully built and sold her own company,
Precision Property Services, in 1988. After Precision Property, she
also established and managed her own business at Paramedical
Examiner from 1993 to 1996. Diana received a Bachelors of Arts
in Anthropology from the University of California, Berkeley.

Danny Tom

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Danny Tom brings to Ugobe 15 years finance management experience, which
includes business planning, operations
management, and financial analysis and
reporting. His most recent role was Director of Finance at Blue Shield California
where he owned the financial planning,
analytics and reporting activities for the
$4B Commercial Business division of the
medical health care provider.
Prior experience includes providing financial planning services to
start-up organizations and holding key management roles at Bay
Networks during its rapid growth into a $2.5B company.
Danny holds an MBA from Cal State Hayward and bachelor degrees in Mathematics and Statistics from UC Berkeley. He will be
responsible for developing Ugobe’s financial management strategy, discipline, and infrastructure.

Mack Fraga

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Before joining Ugobe Mack was Creative
Director at LeapFrog, the fastest growing
toy company of all time. He created brand
identity for LeapFrog’s entire product line
including the popular LeapPad and the
new Fly Pentop Computer.
Mack began his 20 year design career in
publishing, producing graphic novels and
art books. As house artist for renowned type historian Dan Solo his
specialty lettering art graced movie titles, bestselling book covers,
album covers, and the covers of nearly every major magazine. His
unique brand lettering design can be found on hundreds of national brand products. He has published 20 illustrated art books.
As art director at Winterland Productions, the merchandising arm of
rock impresario Bill Graham’s SF music empire, Mack designed for
hundreds of entertainment legends including Madonna, Eric Clapton, The Grateful Dead, the Jimi Hendrix estate, and Pink Floyd.
Print garments for fashion designers Donna Karan, Tommy Hilfiger
and Ralph Lauren bore Mack’s designs throughout the 90’s.

Greg Appelhof
VP CHANNEL SALES

Greg Appelhof is currently President and
founder of Technology Resource Group, a
sales and marketing consultancy serving
emerging consumer electronics brands.
Previously, he was the CEO of Netdirect,
an Internet retailer of computer and consumer products. At Netdirect, Mr. Appelhof led the company to achieve $150
million revenues.
Prior to Netdirect, Mr. Appelhof spent ten years with Herold Marketing Associates, the owner of Graphics Technology Inc. an $80
million regional distributor, and successfully represented Apple,
Compaq and Sony products to Best Buy, Target and other top-tier
distribution channels.

Mack will guide the creative side of Ugobe’s R&D, product design,
brand identity and marketing.
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BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

TO EXECUTE UGOBE’S UNIQUE VISION WE HAVE
ENLISTED THE HIGHEST CALIBER TALENT FOR OUR
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ADVISORY BOARD.
—Bob Christopher

Gordon Radley

FORMER PRESIDENT,
LUCASFILMS LTD.

Gordon Radley counsels and assists
public, private and start-up companies in
the entertainment and new media industries. Recently he retired from Lucasfilm
Ltd. where he had been president since
1992. While at Lucasfilm, he held various other senior executive positions in the
organization, including chief financial
officer, business group vice president and
general counsel. During his presidency, Radley led the development of the Lucas organization into one of the most financially
successful and pre-eminent entertainment companies in the world,
known for its excellence, creativity, and technological achievement.
Prior to Lucasfilm, Radley held senior executive positions at both
motion picture studios (Twentieth Century Fox) and independent
production and distribution companies. Radley has twice served
in the United States Peace Corps, as a volunteer in Malawi, Central Africa, and as a project training director in Western Samoa,
South Pacific. He is an advisor to the National Peace Corps Association and is a trustee for foundations working on AIDS relief in
Africa and on the preservation of island cultures and environments
throughout the world. He is a graduate of Amherst College and

Bob Christopher
CEO, BOARD CHAIRMAN
& CO-FOUNDER UGOBE

Bob has founded and led a number of successful start-up companies in the technology and consumer markets. Understanding
market challenges and visionary opportunities, he has helped companies in their
formative stages to develop market strategies, partnerships, operations and launch
consumer and enterprise products. Mr.
Christopher’s leadership skills have attracted talented management teams, industry alliances, strategic
advisors and partnerships that are needed to execute on emerging
business models.
Bob Christopher is the CEO and co-founder of Ugobe Life Forms.
His full Bio can be found on the Meet Ugobe biographies page.

Caleb Chung

INVENTOR & CO-FOUNDER
UGOBE

Caleb’s accomplishments and experience
span the entertainment, mixed media and
toy industries. He has written, produced,
and acted in critically acclaimed stage
shows, has designed special effects for
film/TV, and invented numerous successful
toys. He co-invented the 1998 hot toy of
the year, Furby, which sold over 50 million
units worldwide, generating over $1.2 billion in sales. As an inventor with over 20 patents, Caleb is regarded
as one of the premier product designers in the toy industry.
Caleb is inventor and co-founder of Ugobe Life Forms. His full Bio
can be found on the Meet Ugobe biographies page.

Chauncey Shey
CEO SOFTBANK CHINA VENTURE
CAPITOL (SBCVC)
CO-FOUNDER UTSTARCOM

Joe Ye

Chauncey Shey is the president and CEO
of Softbank China Holding (SBCH), an affiliated company of Softbank group in Japan. He also serves as CEO of Softbank
China Venture Capital (SBCVC).

PRESIDENT UTSTARCOM

Joe Ye is currently the president of sales
(APAC) at UTstarcom. As president, Ye
was able to create a new business in
wireless broadband notebook solutions.
Prior to his current role, Ye was also the
general manager in the Taiwan office
of UTstarcom. During his four years in
Taiwan, Ye was able to expand the UTstarcom customer database from FITEL
to include almost all the major telecom
operators. As director for the wireless communication division in
1996, Ye revived in a period of four years, the dying market of
PHS in China, where he drove PHS business unit sales from $1
million to $700 million.
Previously, Ye was product manager in addition to senior product
engineer for General Motors Inc. in the US.

Shey is also a co-founder and director of
UTStarcom, Inc (NASDA: UTSI), and served
as UTStarcom’s executive vice president from 1995 until July 1999.
From 1991 to 1995 Shey was executive vice president of StarCom
Network Systems, Inc., a telecom equipment provider which later
merged with Unitech Telecom, Inc. to form UTStarcom; and executive
vice president of StarCom Products, Inc., a consulting business that
developed software products and provided expertise in the fields of
computers and telecommunications. Prior to that, Shey was a consultant to AT&T Bell Labs (now part of Lucent Technologies). From 1986
to 1990, Shey was with DGM&S, a telecom software. Shey has
received numerous recognitions for his work in VC investment arena
including “Top 30 Active Venture Capitalist in China.”
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ADVISORY

BOARD
Abraham Wei

SENIOR MANAGING DIRECTOR
CHINAVEST MERCHANT BANK

Abraham Wei has been actively working with high technology firms, with special focus in the telecommunications and
networking industries. His wide ranging
experiences span over 20 years, from
software and hardware research and
development, to operations, and to sales
management. Wei has held a number of
key executive management positions in
publicly traded companies. He has also been involved with a number of startup companies that culminated into two successful IPOs
and two successful mergers. Wei has had operational experiences
and was responsible for annual shipments of more than $1 billion.
He also served an executive sales management role that had sales
revenue run rate of more than $2 billion a year.
Wei is currently a senior managing director for ChinaVest, a merchant bank that provides financial advisory services, investment
opportunities, and business advisory services for both entrepreneurs and large multi national corporations. Wei received his formal education from University of Berkeley in Computer Science
and his MBA from Pepperdine University.

Bill Hilliard

MANAGING PARTNER HILLIARD
EQUITIES/SONN-HILL
CONSULTING

Curtis Sasaki

VICE PRESIDENT
SUN MICROSYSTEMS, INC.

Curtis Sasaki is vice president of Sun Microsystems, web properties, responsible
for strategy, business development, content, and execution. Sasaki was also vice
president of engineering for Sun’s development of core desktop software, including GNOME, Mozilla and StarOffice/
OpenOffice as well as communications
client solutions for both the integrated
Linux desktop. Previously, Sasaki was director of marketing for Sun’s
consumer technologies leading the definition and business strategy
behind J2ME, Jini Network Technology, PersonalJava and Embedded Java platforms, as well as channel partner strategy. Before joining Sun in 1996, Sasaki served in various senior management positions at General Magic, NeXT Computer and Apple Computer.

Steve Mayer

CO-FOUNDER ATARI COMPUTER
AND ACTIVISION

Steven Mayer has more than 30 years
experience in the computer, television,
and electronic entertainment industries.
Contributions have been at the individual
technical contributor level, as a senior
technical and general manager, and on
management and oversight boards. He
has lectured extensively in the design of
user interfaces and the appropriate use of

technology.
Mayer was the founder, chief technology officer and chairman of
Digital F/X. He was one of the founders of Atari, the video games
and computer company. For the past several years Mayer has also
been an advisor to Intel, Nintendo, and other companies regarding
business and technical issues. He serves on the board and audits
the committee of Activision, a publicly traded company, and several
other privately held companies.

Phil Schlein
PARTNER, US VENTURE PARTNERS
(USVP), FORMER PRESIDENT,
MACY’S CALIFORNIA

Bill Hilliard has grown four companies
and/or corporate divisions to market
leading positions and profitability, and
has developed and launched OEM products in China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Europe and in the U.S. Hilliard has been a
senior executive at one hardware company and one software company during
their IPO’s. Through Hilliard Equities / Sonn-Hill Consulting, Hilliard assists start-ups, technology spin-outs, and emerging growth
companies with risk capital, fund raising, and management guidance.
Hilliard’s most recent company, E-Color, Inc. was founded in 1993,
and merged in 2002 with LightSurf Technologies, Inc.,E-Color grew
to profitability before securing over $33 million of external capital.
Earlier Hilliard launched a business unit for MicroTouch Systems,
Inc. (MTSI) that marketed touch screens and pen digitizers to personal computer and display makers.

Phil Schlein joined US Venture Partners
(USVP) in 1985 after a successful 28year career as an operating executive in
the retailing industry. He was president
and CEO of Macy’s California from
1977 to 1984 and served on the Board
of Directors of Apple Computer for eight
years from 1979 to 1987.
Since joining USVP, Schlein has originated a number of investments
in the consumer/retail sector including PETsMart, Fresh Choice and
The House of Blues. Schlein has served on the boards of directors
of iVillage, HomeGrocer.com, NBCi, among others. He currently
serves on the boards of directors of Catalist, Specialtys, Auction
Drop, Oakville Grocery and Visanow.com.
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